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INTRODUCTION.

So much has been written respecting Codex A. that we
shall scarcely be expected to say anything new; yet we do not
intend either to review or even to enumerate the publications,
which we bave consulted upon the subject, and we shall only
casually refer to some of them. This course seems to accord
best with the design of this edition, which was rather to fur-
nish a faithful transcript of the manuscript than critically to
E<om9mpg it, and to embody the results in copious prolegomena
or elaborate notes. The aim of the present introduction, there-
fore, will be to supply the reader with some miscellaneous in-
formation respecting the document, to give him an accurate
description of it as it is, and to add some enquiry with regard
to its probable source and antiquity, with an explanation of
what has been done in this wc._c_momaou*v. The reader who is
on_% partially acquainted with the literature of the subject, will
at once perceive that what we are about to say, will not super-
sede the use of other and more important helps to the study
of the New Testament text of the Alexandrine Codex, of which
we now proceed to speak. )

*) We may here state once for all, that many aof the facts and sug-
gestions in this introduction, are either borrowed from Grabe, Woide etc.,
or in accordance with their statements. The prolegomena of Woide con-
tain very muck of which no use has here been made, and the claims of
brevity have often compelled us to condense what he has developed at con-
siderable length, In the notes to the text also, Woide's edition has heen
»...g_w used, and generally our obligations to him have been very great.

CODEX ALEX. A
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I :
Codex A., or the Codex Alexandrinus, is one of the mgst
ancient and important of the manuscripts of the Greek scrip-
tures known to be extant in our day. The Old Testament por-
tion has been either wholly or partially edited on several occa-
sions, of which the most noticeable are the facsimile edited by
Baber, in 1819, and what may be called the restored edition
by Mr. Field very recently issued, and indeed since the present
edition was commenced. The New Testament has been printed
only once, in 1786, when through the munificence of the autho-
ritics of the British Museum, it was given to the world in fac-
simile, under the editorship of that excellent scholar C. G. Woide.
This work was in folio, with admirable prolegomena and notes,
but it has long been both scarce and expensive. Modern stu-
dents are mostly indebted for their knowledge of Codex A., so
far as its readings are concerned, to the various collators who
have given to the world the results of their enquiries. The prin-
cipal collators throughout have. been Patrick Young (better
known as Junius), Walton, Fell, Mill, Grabe, Wetstein and
Woide. The great mass of critics have borrowed from these,
and some of them, among whom even Dr. Tischendorf must
be included, have occasionally given as various readings, errors
~of Woide's cdition®).

Cardinal Mai’s edition of the Vatican Codex, and other si-
milar publications of original texts, naturally led to the desire
that more should be done in the same dircction, and that the
Alexandrine Codex in particular, should be printed in ordinary
type, in a portable form, and at a reasonable price. This edi-
tion has therefore been undertaken to supply an acknowledged
deficiency, and to gratify a reasonable wish. The English re-
print of Codex B., has been adopted as a model, and it is

%) Besides the collators above named, the Codex has been examined

by Grieshach, Scholz, Tischendorf and others. With reference to the errors

of Woide's text, it will bo scen that wa have carefully noted all we have
been able to detect, except such as he himself has pointed out in his Pro-

legomena.
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number of those who critically examine the original text of the
Now Testament for themselves.

This manuscript was formerly in the possession of Cyril
Lucar, at one time Patriarch of Alexandria and afterwards of
Constantinople, where he was put to death by the arbitrar
decree of the Turkish emperor in 1638. Cyril made a Smosw
of the precious volumes of this document to king Orm_._mw I, in
1629, and it has ever-since been regarded as the most mE,S..
tant manuscript of the Greek scriptures in this country, !

The portion containing the New Testament is a volume
.anmE.Fm somewhat more than ten inches wide and fourteen
inches high. ..Euo material is thin, fine, and very beautiful
vellum, often discoloured at the mmm.mm » which have been injured
by time, but more by the ignorance or carelessness of the mo-
dern binder, who has not always spared the text, especially at
the upper inner margin. The manuseript is written in a light
E:m elegant hand in uncial letters. These letters at the end of
a line are often very small, and much of the writing is very
palo and faint. Kach page contains two columns of aamﬁ. In
the margins to the left hand, the Eusebian canons are mnoted
throughout the four Gospels, as well as the larger sections into
which these books were anciently divided*). Some of the nu-

*) The following account of the ancient divisions of the New Testa-
ment is from the Prolegomena of Barrett's Edition of the Codex Z in Tri-
::w.Oc:omo Dublin; “Prima divisio textus sacri facta fuit per ..Hmn»oew sive
#tpalaie majora cum titulis annexis: horum auctorem suspicatur Millius
Prol. 354, fuisse Tatianum, quo melius Diatessaron suum institueret. Ummom..
E.E_ autem ex Tertulliano, textum per capitula distributum fuisse, qui
Lib. IL. ad Uxor. e. IIL loquitur de Capitulo in 1 Cor. ut et in Lib ._M Pu-
dicitia XVI. — Seculo demum tertio instituit Ammonius moﬁ.moucm .pe ipso
denominatas, quarum sunt- 355 et Tituli 08 in Matthwo: ad hosce autem
numeros proximo seculo Eusebins canones suos adaptavit. — Circa annum
<.9.o 396, Epistolas Paulinas in Capitula distributas fuisse, memorat Eutha-
lius: qui circa annum 431 idem preestitit in Actis (in quo libro 40 capita
esse voluit) et Epistolis Catholicis. Apocalypsin in 72 capitula distribuit

>.i

expected that the work will find favour with the mao«mpasm.
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meral letters, and the conmencements of the separate books
throughout have been written in red ink, as also aro some of
the ornamental portions which are due to the fancy of the scribe.
These latter are sometimes diversified with other colours. At
the commencement of the books no regular rule is followed, as
will appear from the table given below, in which the figures
show which lines are in red throughout the volume.

Matthew wanting | 2 Corinthians....c. 1,
Mark s N Galatians 1, 2.
Luke .. . 1,2, 3. Ephesians . we 1, 2,
John s 1, 2, Philippians ... 1, 2
Acts e 1y 2, 3, Colossians ..o 1, 2,

1 Peter v .1, 2, 5, 6.1 1 Thessalonians. .71, 2 8.
2 Poter o 1, 24 2 Thessalonians......... 1, 2, 3,
1 John 1, 3. Hebrews .. .1, 2, 3.
2 John . 1, 4 1 Timothy ..o 1, 2, 3.
3 Johm s 1, 24 2 Timothy ... 1, 24 3.
Jude s S 1, 2. THUS e 1,2, 3.
Romans ..., 1, 2.7 Philemon........vrt 1, 20

1 Corinthians 2 Apocalypse.... 1, 2, 3.

The reader will observe the peculiar order of the books,
respecting which we shall have to speak hereafter. We there-
fore procced with our description.

At the lower corners of the leaves, are the remains of an
arabic numeration, but it is of coyrse far more modern than the
text, and is chicfly important as a proof that tho volume has
passed through oriental hands. The text of the manuseript has
been repeatedly retouched in ancient and moderr times, and

Andreas Cewmsaricnsis, aut, ut alii volunt, Andreas Cretensis in Sermones 24
ot Capitula 72. Cirea XI. seculum, Oecumenius dicitur Acta distribuisse in
10 Capita ot 247 Capitula”,

The work of Barrett is an interesting and curious facsimile of Cod. Z
engraved on copper throughout, with tho text also printed in common type
on opposite pages. The publishers of this volume, Messrs. Willinms and Nor-
gate have on sale the few remaining copics of this desirable work.
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probably oftener than we have been ablo to determine. These
corrections are partly by the original scribe, frequently by ap-
parently two ancient correctors, and in some instances by at
least two modern ones. e suspect that a very few alterations
have been made since tlie manuscript came into Europe. Such
aro the horizontal line in 1 Tim. 3. 16, where we now read
@cog (@g), and the insertioni of ex’ avrw in Rev. 22, 18, a
correction which Junius the earliest collator has not mentioned.
The addition of dwdexe amoozod tv woviov in Rev. 21, 15, also
in cursives, and with accents and breathings is modern but not
so recent. No other instances of cursives occur in the volume
except eight letters in one of the margins and which have no
apparent meaning nor reference to the text. * Corrections pro-
perly so called are frequent, and it is not always possible to
decide whether they are by the first, sccond, or third hand.
They consist of erasures, alterations, an dadditions. One or two
cases of cancelling or crossing out, occur.

) 1) Erasures. dmsw:% made with a knife, but sometimes by

the seribe when the ink was not dry, with a sponge. Some -

of These arc left; others are partly or wholly rewritten.

2) Alterations. When the original writing has been removed

" and its place supplied by something else.

3) Additions. These may or may, not imply an erasure: with-
out erasures they are written above the line or in the margin.
With erasures, they are partly upon and partly beyond
the original writing.

Since its arrival in this country, the volume has been re-
bound, the leaves have been numbered, and the modern Chap-
ters have been indicated; — these figures are all the work of
Patrick Junius. The nature of the ink, and the great age of
the manuscript, have in many places caused the partial or al-
most total disappearance of the characters, and they cannot be
read without the aid of a lens and in a strong light. Moreover,
the ferruginous matter contained in the ink has produced an
infinite number of minute w..o._mm in the parchment, giving it the

SIS v e wrmim o
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appearance of lacework, and which occasionally, but mot so
often as could be expected, add seriously to the difficulty of
the reading. *These holes are not in all the leaves but only in
a portion of them, and the vellum is frequently more legible on
one side than on the other. The inscriptions and subscriptions
to the respective books, as far.as they remain, are all ancient,
but some must be referred to the second hand.

From the commencement of the volume, twenty five leaves
are wanting according to the computation of Junius, who has
numbered the first, 26. This cdlculation is probably wrong,
and not more than sixteen or seventeen folia are missing. Be
that as it may, what remains commences with the word sepysafs
in Matthew XXV, 6. In the Gospel of John two leaves are
missing, containing the text from Chap. VI, 50 to VIII, 52,
the word xetafaivev being followed by the word Azyag, or
rather g, the syllable ¢ having been cut off by the binder.
A careful comparison of the quantity of matter contained in the
leaves before and after this hiatus valde &n.h«:&:? @348 as far
as demonstration can be attained, that the missing leaves did
not contain the story of the woman taken in wmzzmu% , there
being just that amount of over matter. From the second: epistle
to the Corinthians three leaves are absent; the word yepoappus —
being followed by xae tn vmegPodn, except that the binder
has cut off the letters xar z. This hiatus therefore reaches from
Chap. 1V, 13 to XII, 6. The remainder of the New Testament
is all left, with the exception of the particles removed as al-
ready mentioned, from the upper inner margin for. the most part;
but in general these are easily supplied. The text now occupies
132 leaves, and twenty one, or twenty two are lost, in addition
to those portions containing part of Clement's second Epistle
and the 18 Psalms of Solomon, to which we shall refer below®).

*) The last leaf of the New Testament in Codex A. is actually numbered
158, and tho Epistics of Clement cccupy cleven more, so that the Inst of the
volume is marked 169, ¥rom these the deductions named in the text, have to
be made, and there will remain 143 loaves a8 the numbey now in the volume.

v
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The text is in uncial or capital letters of very ancient type,
and exhibits no regular division of words. The pointing is to
a great extent quite arbitrary, and there are neither accents
nor aspirates. And yet there is a mode of indicating sections
or paragraphs,  which is worthy of notice though not confined
exclusively to this codex. When one of these sections commen-
ces a new line, its initial letter is of a larger size and stands
out in the margin thus:

Kamekavrorwegepnrvavavren
HOUTEQUARAVTTELVTOTPOOD
TovaVTOV*

When ﬁ.ro paragraph commences in the middle of a line, the
first letter of the next.line is a larger one thus:

yorupaTolRY”  %QL0A0VTO
Zvvedorovdnoavresrovivany
veyay:
Sometimes this larger letter falls in the middle of a word
thus: . A
sorwv  TiovvedTivadsd
DoroTayovvepynode: exedrog
Yalpovsye:

The reason for placing this large letter in the margin ap-
pears to have been to call attention to the commencement of a
new paragraph, and at the same time to save space, as the lines
must have stood further apart wherever it occurs. The same pe-
culiarity is observable in some other manuscripts. There is one
in the British Museum (Harleian 5731) comparatively recent, but
copied Yrom one of early date, in which these capitals have been
preserved by the scribe as part of his text, because he did not
know their intention. Thus: .

ovgavolg. 0vT®S yag Edio-

tav.
and . .
oyuag 05 ysvoMevns mooonidov. .
and evel thus: .
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